My name is Marilyn R. Wilson and I’m a Detourist. 
I had a hard time as a child, struggling unsuccessfully to fit into the very narrow, conservative environment around me. Everyone was required to believe the same . Little blond girls were expected to be sugar, spice and everything nice. Instead I was intense and nosy. I couldn't sit still. I was impatient and lost my temper quickly. I was bright, but became bored easily. I didn't fit in. Not what my parent's were prepared to deal with.

One of the gifts I did have was a tremendous emotional radar. It drew me to others in pain and my heart ached to help them. That gift, plus my personal struggles, drew me to study Psychology.  From my mid-teens  my goal was to become a Counsellor. There was never any doubt that this was my future. The universe, however, had other things in mind.

It was while I was working on my Masters in Counselling and Drug Abuse that my first detour came about. One of my professors, who was actually working in the field outside of teaching, set aside class time to talk about what this career meant on a daily basis.  He had dealt with two patient suicides that year, was working with a father struggling with sexual feelings for his daughter and doing family counselling which at the time was only seeing a 5% success rate. I was floored. I was going into Psychology to be a positive force – changing the lives of others. I knew deep down I could never leave that kind of negativity at the office.

It would be a decade, a marriage, a move from the US to Canada and three kids who had become teenagers before I figured out where that first detour was leading me. It all began with a Craigslist ad (well 2 in the long run). The kids needed very little of my time at this point, so I was looking for a new direction to give me focus. In perusing the online ads, I noticed a New York fashion magazine looking for submissions. 

On a whim – and with the thought, “How hard could it be? I got A's in high school English.” - I sent off three ideas featuring local designers. It didn't matter that I knew little to nothing of the magazine or fashion industries. To my surprise two were accepted. 

It took just a few days to set everything in motion. I headed off to do my first interview with great anticipation and a mini tape recorder in hand. I pushed the record button, asked my first question and the world shifted. Two hours flew by as I listened to the intriguing journey shared by this amazing artist.  There were goosebumps. I instantly knew my life would never be the same. I had found my passion.

Everything came together with interviewing – my intense interest in people, my racing mind and my desire to be of service in a positive way. They offered me the gift of their story. I offered them the gift of a magazine article to promote their work. While the journey from that moment to becoming a published author nine years later was a roller coaster ride with incredible highs and devastating lows, I wouldn't have it any other way. 

The stories I share aren't about the unrealistic and embarrassing role models we see on Reality TV. These are real people living real lives who are embracing their unique journeys without apology. I love what I do and know that giving wings to the stories of others will have a positive impact on the world. 

That detour back in my early 20's drew me away from the career I thought I wanted and in the perfect and right time opened the door to the career I was always meant to have.  I am Leo the Late Bloomer, but in the end just happy I arrived!

And that is why…I #LoveMyDetour 
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Bio - 
Marilyn R. Wilson is a freelance writer, published author and speaker whose passion is to give wings to the stories of others. Ten of these amazing stories are included in her first book –  Life Outside the Box: The Extraordinary Journeys of 10 Unique Individuals. A second edition of this book has just been released with new content.  For more information, please visit her website at www.marilynrwilson.com. 

Links - 
Personal Website - www.marilynrwilson.com
Blog - www.oliobymarilyn.com
Link'd - http://ca.linkedin.com/pub/marilyn-wilson/10/b62/117/
Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/marilyn.r.wilson
Instagram - @marilynrwilson
Twitter - @oilobymarilyn
